Conditions of Participation
Release and Indemnification Agreement

In consideration of being allowed to participate in the Global Partners Semester in Turkey Program (hereafter referred to as "the Program"), I,      , hereby agree to the following terms and conditions:

1.  I am an adult, 18 years of age or older.

2.  The Program staff, the Director and Co-Director have the authority to establish rules and guidelines necessary for the operation of the program. You are a guest in a host country, and it is essential that you understand and respect norms of conduct and patterns of behavior that may be different from standards at home.  Acceptable behavior includes compliance with local laws and regulations, host university policies and regulations (including local housing regulations and policies, and adherence to the social patterns of the local housing placement) and the local community. 

3.  As a participant in the program, I recognize that my conduct can influence the educational and other benefits intended by the program, both for other participants and myself.  I agree to conduct myself in a manner that will support mutually beneficial interactions with other participants and hosts. Any behavior that, in the judgment of the Program staff, Director or Co-Director, causes pain or discomfort to others or that reflects discredit on me, my home institution or the Program is considered unacceptable and may subject me to immediate administrative action including, but not limited to, immediate dismissal from the Program and return home (at my expense).

Examples of student behavior while on the Program that may lead to immediate administrative action by the Program Staff, Director or Co-Director include, but are not limited to, illegal drug use, abuse of alcohol, failure to attend class and/or other required academic activities, hitchhiking, unauthorized absence from the Program, operation of a motor vehicle, unauthorized changes in housing, or arrest for infractions of local laws.

I agree to abide by these rules and understand that the Program has the right to withdraw me from the program at any time if in the judgment of the Program Staff, Director or Co-Director there has been a violation of such rules, disruptive behavior, academic infractions, or conduct which could bring the Program into disrepute. I understand further that a decision to withdraw me from the Program will be final and no refund will be made. 

4.   I understand and agree that I am ultimately responsible for securing all necessary travel documents (e.g., passport, visa, etc.) for the Program.  My failure to so do will not constitute grounds for a refund except according to the normal Refund Policies established by the Program.

5.  I understand and agree that there will be times during the Program when I will not be under the direct supervision of Program personnel.  I understand and hereby declare that the Program will have no responsibility for me during these times, or during any time I am absent from the Program sponsored activities, or if I choose to remain in the country after the Program officially ends.

6.  The Program reserves the right, in its sole discretion, to cancel the Program or any aspect thereof prior to or after departure, if the Program determines or believes that any person is or will be in danger if the Program or any aspect thereof is continued.

7.  I understand and agree that my withdrawal, departure or dismissal from the Program prior to its formal completion will result in forfeiting the deposit and will require me to forfeit payments as outlined in the Refund Policy.  I understand and agree that if I withdraw, depart or am dismissed from the Program after it begins, I will not be eligible for any academic credits I would have earned.

8.  I understand and acknowledge that there are inherent health risks associated with living and studying abroad, and I agree that I am personally responsible for obtaining all health information, medications, medical procedures, immunizations, and prophylactic medications appropriate to the Program and to my personal medical situation, and for consulting a physician prior to departure for any supplemental advice.  I understand and agree that the Program cannot make to me any promises or guarantees with regard to any health or safety risks which I may incur as a result of my participation in the Program.
I am physically and mentally capable of participating in the Program.  In the event of severe illness or injury that renders me incapacitated and unable to make my own decisions abroad, I authorize representatives of the Program to request medical intervention and diagnosis, which may include hospitalization, and secure any necessary medication and treatment, including the administration of anesthetic and surgery (at my expense). 

9.  I acknowledge that I am ultimately responsible for complying with my home institution's study abroad program requirements, academic policies and procedures and that I should enroll in an appropriate combination of courses that meets such requirements.  I understand that the Program makes no guarantees regarding how my home institution will credit course work taken during the Program.

I understand that the Program reserves the right to make changes in the Program's itinerary, and that the Program may substitute excursions and activities, as well as lecture and site visits without liability.

I understand that professors at the host universities are expected to teach, give and evaluate assignments, and provide grades for each of the courses taught and that the host universities are expected to send a grade report to Birmingham Southern College (BSC).  BSC will then send the grade report to my home institution.

10.  I agree that I will abide by all policies and regulations established by the host institutions and obey local laws and ordinances.  I understand that I am subject to the laws and penalties of the country I am visiting.

11.  This agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the Program and me with reference to liability, release, and indemnification.  I understand that I shall not rely upon any promises, inducements or agreements not stated herein, including, but not limited to, any oral statements made by representatives, agents or employees of the Program, and/or representatives at my home institution.  Any amendments or additions to this agreement shall be written and signed by both an authorized representative of the Program and by me.

12.  I agree that this agreement, release and indemnification shall be governed by Georgia law and that any litigation related to the Program shall be brought in the state of Georgia.

13.  I, on behalf of myself, my heirs and personal representatives, hereby release, and agree not to sue, Global Partners, ACS, ACM, GLCA, Inc. and any cooperating institution, agency or entity and their officers, employees, successors and agents from any and all claims and causes of action for inconvenience, damage to or loss of property, medical or hospital care, personal illness or injury or death arising out of my participation in the Program and/or travel or activity conducted by or under the control of the Program or any cooperating institution, agency or entity. 

I release and agree not to sue the Program or any cooperating institution, agency or entity liable or responsible for any delay, inconvenience, change of itinerary, accident expense, or damage to person property, or otherwise in  connection with any accommodation, transportation or other services, resulting directly or indirectly from any acts of God, acts of government or other authorities, wars, hostilities, civil disturbances, terrorism, strikes, riots, thefts, epidemics, quarantines, sickness, weather, and medical or customs regulations, or for any loss or damage resulting from improperly issued passports or visas.

14.  I further agree to indemnify and hold harmless the Program, Global Partners, ACS, ACM, GLCA, Inc. and any cooperating institution, agency or entity and their officers, employees, successors and agents from liability for the injury or death of any person(s) and damage to property that may result from my negligence or intentional act or omission while participating in the Program.

15.  I have carefully read and understood the foregoing and I agree to the conditions described above and herein.  I understand it to be a release of all claims and causes of action for my injury or death or damage to my property that occurs while participating in the Program and it obligates me to indemnify the parties named for any liability for injury or death of any person(s) and damage to property caused by my negligent or intentional act or omission.
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